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Regular Meeting February 23, 2021

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Education of the Clinton Central School District, Oneida
County, New York, held on February 23, 2021 online via Zoom.

Present:
(Board)

Ms. Mary Lou Lauchert, President
Ms. Melinda Leising, Vice-president
Ms. Megan Burdick
Mr. Sam Catterson

Mr. Kevin Magdon
Dr. Luke Perry
Ms. Erica Shaw

(Administration)

Dr. Stephen L. Grimm, Superintendent
Mr. Joseph Ban-etta, Assistant Superintendent
for Business

Mrs. Kathleen Fonda, Director of Pupil
Personnel Services

Dr. Matthew |bee. High School Principal
Ms. Ellen Leuthauser, Elementary Principal
Dr. Shaun Camey, Middle School Principal
Mrs. DeboraVan Slyke, Director of Curriculum
and Instruction

Ms. Julia A Scranton, Dista-ict Clerk

1. CALL TO ORDER

Ms. Lauchert called the meeting to order at 5:33pm

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE ;

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

3. READING OF THE MISSION STATEMENT

Ms. Lauchert read the Mission Statement.
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4. PUBLIC TO BE HEARD

No one wished to speak.

5. INFORMATION-REPORTS-PROPOSAL/SUPERJNTENDENT & STAFF

A. Bright Spots

Dr. Stephen Grimm was happy to welcome students back to campus the previous day. They filled
the hallways and classrooms with joy and enthusiasm.

Elementary principal Ellen Leuthauser reported that teachers and staff safely celebrated student's
return to school. She displayed a list of extra-curricular activities that have been taking place
throughout the school year, either virtually or in-person when possible. The Science Fair will be
held on March 23 and 26 privately with students presenting to classmates. Birdhouses donated by
community member Richard Stricker, and painted by elementary art students, are now on display
at the Artisan Comer, and will subsequently be donated to nursing homes for the resident's
enjoyment. Classes have begun live-streaming with positive response from students, parents and
teachers. Ways to safely reintroduction the fourth grade instrumental program are being explored.
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Dr. Shaun Camey, middle school principal, reported that, on February 10, CCS bus drivers
delivered and collected academic materials at over 400 households. They also delivered goody bags
to students sending the message that they are valued and missed. Thank you to staff members
Danielle Tesak, Rachel Grisham, Jennifer Mitchell, Anthony Sirianni, and Sue Wilson for
spearheading this effort, to all of our bus drivers, and for Jim Scoones for organizing delivery.

High school National Honor Society members will be offering tutoring to middle school students.
Thank you to Bart Heam and Katie Dewhurst for their leadership.

Middle school students were welcomed back on Monday, and will be again on Thursday, with
signs, music and candy. In lieu of school dances, virtual game nights will be offered to teams of
students vs. teachers, the first of which will be "Family Feud".

High school principal, Dr. Matthew Lee, reported that goody bags were assembled for members of
the class of 2021, part of the effort to make the most of their last year at CCS. A successful blood
drive was held on February 19. Forty units were given by thirty-five donors, potentially saving 120
lives. Several CCS students, K-12, had their artwork on display at the NYSATA 31st Annual Exhibit
2021, Virtual Edition. Students whose work was included are Clare McPherson, Olivia
Copperwheat, Abbey Notar, Adelle Behara, Mallory Wickline, and Soren Eldevik-LaCotera. Dr.
Lee added that, besides completing middle school deliveries, bus drivers delivered 300 meals, and
dropped off goody bags for senior class members wtio could not pick them up.

Director of Pupil Personnel Services Kathleen Fonda reported that the number of families choosing
to homeschool increased from 25 last year to 46 this year, many of whom will be returning to
campus in the fall. Assessment will be offered to help make their transition back to school seamless.

Dr. Grimm recognized the accomplishments of our pupil personnel service providers under the
leadership ofMs.Fonda.

High School Course Selection Guide

Dr. Lee reminded Board members that the development of the catalogue is a collaborative effort
with variables yet to play out. Approval does not guarantee offerings. He highlighted changes in
language and procedures, particularly in the areas of repeat courses and athletic eligibility, which
serve students more equitably and consistently.

The inclusion of a dual creditcourse through MVCC, Personal Finance, will serve to fulfill the l/i
credit Economies graduationrequirement and offer flexibility to students who are motivated to add
to their schedules. Thisyear, Music Theory and General Physics, which rotate with Music in our
Lives and General Chemistry, will be offered. Dr. Lee clarified that two sections of Honors Social
Studies are in place for ninth grade students, capably taught by Mrs. Nicole Goodelle, leading into
AP European History. Dr. Grimm added that this aligns with the philosophy of creating opportunity
for students leading to success.

2021-2022 Calendar Update

Dr. Grimm reviewed the 2021-2022 school calendar which is on tonight's agenda for CCS Board
approval.

Logo Development
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Dr. Grimm reported that there has been a history of indecision since the removal of Ae original
Warrior figure and reviewed the benefits of having such a figure in place. Grade 6-12 students were
recently surveyed to help develop the idea of a mascot companion that embodies specific
characteristics for the traditional "Warrior" identity. Due to its association with the Oneida Indian
Nation, its family loyalty, heightened awareness, and fierceness, the wolf received the highest
number of votes. Input from community and alumni will be requested.

Board members expressed concerns about the alignment of the "warrior" concept with the District
Mission Statement, and Ae pushback that may occur.

Reopening

Dr. Grimm recognized the widespread push in many communities to bring students back into
school, but warned that safety continues to be an issue. Considering most recent data, the hope is
to increase student in-person attendance throughout the spring. However, the elementary and
middle schools have limited space, posing difficulties. The purchase of physical barriers are being
considered, although the cost is high, as are recommended vs. required protocols, and the standard
of care. Directives are still somewhat ambiguous. Challenges, such as social distancing,
transportation issues and lunch, are being reviewed and addressed. The return of Wednesdays as
regular instructional days will commence sometime in March as long as programming does not
suffer. Each building will gradually increase student attendance as allowed by mandates.

Dr. Grimm clarified that he has been talking to and researching other District's reopening plans
and techniques both in and out of state. Districts with more physical space have an advantage. All
possibilities and ideas are being considered.

Extra-curricular Activities

Dr. Grimm displayed a list of clubs and activities that have been occurring throughout the year,
mostly virtually, to tfiebestofthe advisor's altility includmg musical performances, science fairs
and art displays. End of year events are in the planning stages.

Athletics Update

A sports schedule for the upcoming three weeks was displayed. Prior to opening the shortened
winter season, coaches were trained on protocols, as they will for subsequent seasons. Parents of
athletes also received information from Director of Athletics and Communication Michael King
via video. Team start dates are staggered for the 11 teams formed. So far, 153 students are
participating.

Dr. Grimm clarified that indoor track had not been discussed at the Febmary 9th meeting because
it was a low to mid- risk sport and at that time, it had been postponed.

Budget Presentation

Mr. Joseph Barretta, Assistant Superintendent for Business, reviewed the areas of General Support,
Transportation, Athletics and Exti'a-curricular expenses for the 2021-2022 budget. General
Support, which includes Board of Education, Finance, Legal, Personnel, Operations and other
Administrative expenses saw an average increase of .28%. Transportation will increase by .44%.
Mr. Barretta reviewed the bus replacement schedule which had been adjusted due to diminished
use so far this year. The purchase of four buses is recommended at a cost of $310, 732.42, with
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projected aid of $209,620. No borrowing is required. Co-curricular expenses are anticipated to
increase by .88% and Athletic expenses by 2.47%, largely due to conta-actual obligations.

6. STANDING RESOLUTIONS (CONSENT AGENDA)

A motion was made by Ms. Shaw, seconded by Ms. Leising, and carried (7, 0) to combine items 6A
through 6J.

A motion was made by Mr. Magdon, seconded by Dr. Perry, and carried (7, 0) to approve items 6A
through 6J.

A. Agenda and Any Additions to the Agenda for February 23,2021

B. Minutes from the Regular Meeting held on January 26, 2021

C. Minutes from the Special Meeting held on February 9, 2021

D. Summary Treasurer's Report for January 2021

E. Treasurer's Report for January 2021

F. Executive Summary for January 2021

G. Revenues/expenditures by Month

H. Extra-classroom T'reasurer's Report for January 202 1

I. Committee on Preschool Speeial Education and Committee on Special Education (CSE) Report:

llnitial Review

Program Review
Annual Review

Reevaluation (Triennial)
Administrative Transfer

Preschool

504 Review

504 Initial

::;r:
4
1
2
2
0
2
1

505 Amendment w/d meeting held 2

J. Updated List of Substitute and Supervisory Personnel

7. COMMITTEE/LIAISON REPORTS

A. Liaisons

1. CCSD Foundation

Mr. Catterson reported that no meeting was held and events have been suspended.

2. School Board Institute
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Ms. Lauchert and Ms. Leising reported that they had attended the first session of the SBI
Legislative meeting. Legislators were supportive but non-committal.

8. NEW BUSINESS

A. Policy

A motion was made by Dr. Perry, seconded by Ms. Leising and carried (7, 0) to approve the
following resolution:

1. BE IT RESOLVED that draft policy #5420, Student Health Services, be adopted.

NOTE: This is a second reading and adoption.

A motion was made by Ms. Burdick, seconded by Mr. Magdon and carried (7, 0) to approve the
following resolution:

B. BE IT RESOLVED that, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the
agreement between the Oneida County Board of Elections and the Clinton Central School District
to provide services to support the annual school budget vote to be held on May 18, 2021, be
approved.

A motion was made by Ms. Shaw, seconded by Ms. Burdiek and carried (7, 0) to approve the
following resolution:

C. BE IT RESOLVEP that the Board of Education accept a donation of a Yamaha Alto Saxophone
YAS-23valued at $375 from James Grisham.

9. OTHER

A motion was made by Mr. Catterson, seconded by Ms. Burdick and carried (7, 0) to approve the
following resolution:

A. BE IT RESOLVED, that upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the
proposed calendar for the 2021-2022 school year be approved.

10. PUBLIC TO BE HEARD

District parent Joanne Gilles expressed concerns about the psychological toll that isolation is taking on
students and asked that the Disfa-ict view the re-opening of school to students as a matter of urgency.

11. PERSONNEL

A motion was made by Mr. Catterson, seconded by Ms. Burdick and carried (7, 0) to approve the
following resolution:

A. BE IT RESOLVED that, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the
following placements be approved:
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1. Alyssa Giardino, student teacher under the supervision of elementary teacher Tammy Mickle,
beginning March 8, 2021 through May 5,2021.

2. Micaela Hosinger, student teacher under the supervision of Spanish teacher Michael Pavone,
beginning January 2, 2021 through May 5, 2021.

A motion was made by Dr. Perry, seconded by Mr. Catterson and carried (7, 0) to approve the
following resolution:

B. BE IT RESOLVED that, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the
resignation of Maggie Shaw from the position ofJV Volleyball Coach, effective January 30,2021,
be accepted with regret.

A motion was made by Ms. Leising, seconded by Mr. Catterson and carried (7, 0) to approve the
following resolution:

C. BE IT RESOLVED that, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the
resignation of Kevin Jones from the position Of Varsity Indoor Track & Field Assistant Coach and
Modified Track & Field Assistant Coach, effective February 11, 2021, be accepted with regret.

A motion was made by Dr. Perry, seconded by 3Ms. Burdick and carried ("7, 0) to approve the
following resolution:

D. BE IT RESOLVED that, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the
resignation ofNichelle Kelly from the position of Modified Volleyball Coach, effective January
30, 2021, contingent upon her appointment as JVVolleyball Coach, be accepted with regret.

A motion was made by Mr; Catterson, seconded by Dr. Peery and carried (7, 0) to approve the
following resolution:

E. BE IT RESOLVED that, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the following
coastiing appbiiitments fbrthe 2020-2021 school year, pending team formation, to be compensated
in accordance with Article 14 of the CTA contract or other agreements/understandings between the
District and CTA, be approved.

Angelo Gaetano Cd-ed Varsity Indoor Track & Field Assistant Coach
Nichelle Kelly Girls JV Volleyball Head Coach

12. QUESTIONS BY THE BOARD OF EDUCATION

Nothing discussed.

13. EXECUTIVE SESSION AND ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Ms. Burdick, seconded by Ms. Shaw, and carried (7, 0), to go into executive
session to discuss proposed, pending or current litigation and collective negotiations pursuant
to Article 14 of the Civil Service Law. The time was 8:20pm.

A motion was made by Ms. Burdick, seconded by Ms. Shaw and carried (7, 0) to return to regular
session. The time was 8:45pm.
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A motion was made by Ms. Leising, seconded by Ms. Shaw and carried (7, 0) to adjourn the meeting.
The time was 8:46pm.

Respectfully submitted,

^Jc^j4-v-^

Julia A. Scranton

Disto-ict Clerk




